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t their leaders, Brother
and Sister Belinda. They
themselves can best explain these
strange circumstance,” .
“My apologies for keeping you
out in the weather,” said
Santa directing his remarks to
the two, “but | am afraid that our mod-
est cottage will not accommodate all
- of you by any means.”
Meanwhile, Mrs. Claus, attracted
by the doorstep comunotion, had
joined her husband at the open door
looking equally surprised at seeing the
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bowing politely to the rotund couple.

He then to call each of
his elves by name. Sister Belinda did
the same for her lady elves.

It was Brother Sigmund who then
undertook to explain who they were
and how, by sheer accident, they had
made contact with a party of his work-
ers.

While Brother Sigmund related
the facts about his group, Santa and an
equally curious Mrs. Claus had
donned their red great coats and snow
boots and stepped off their porch.
Then they passed among the stalwan
new-arrivals as if they were soldiers to
inspect each and every one.

From time to time, Santa inter-
rupted Brother Sigmund's narration to

Before it's too late, we want

to thank all our friends
for balng so kind to us.

Hope the holiday ask specific questions. Finally the lat-

really ter completed his brief account about

the North Pole uarters, the resi-

ROYAL dent Santa Claus, and each year’s gift-
giving to deserving boys and girls.
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of his Santa’s itinerary and also stated

his notion of the limits of the earth.
The southern Santa slowly began

Teetsie, Laura & Tiny
N >y
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“Feliz Navidad”

North?™

we must start on this year's produc-
tion, but what do you say that we all go
there!"

He stopped as if he had fu:nlm
something and ﬂm added, "Tlm is

disappointment when they heard that
directive. Oh well, there was always a
group of elves to stay home and take
care of headguarters.

Anyhow, Hermina and the other
southern elves heard him loud and
clear yet could not believe their
pointed little ears when they realized
what Santa's generous invitation re-
ally meant. Almost in unison, they
proclaimed jovously that they wanted
to make this hurried trip.

Then Santa agreed that the party of
his elves would bring up the rear of the
air-bome caravan. The skeigh carrying
Santa and Mrs. Claus had the middle
position. Brother Sigmund and Sister
Belinda and their associates with the
faithful Arctic Tems would lead the
way in their tour-tram,

“Gee,” exclaimed sad-faced
Hubert, “] wonder what our Santa will
say about this parade of strangers. [
just be he becomes truly confused!™

Chapter Fifteen
Underway North

Preparations for the departure
went well until Tiny Jove and several
other northern elves caught sight of
the unusual creatures being harnessed
to pull the Claus sleigh.

A wish that your Christmas blooms
with happiness, love and caring!

Sheridan

“Those mre the
reindeer that | have ever seen,
:mm'l'h,huhﬂt

These loud remarks caused most
ol his associates todraw near and gaze
curiously at the "s team.

A groom named replied, “I
do not know what reindeer look like.
However, we will be glad 10
them or any other draft animals that

ﬂl‘lﬂ'sﬂflﬂﬂl‘hbﬂtﬂdﬂm

“Wemigﬂjutnﬁaynuupwthn
challenge,” bragged Tiny Jove, “but
we want you to see our durable and
swift sleigh-pulling reindeer team
before you decide.”

“Your animals lack majestic ani-
lers,” noted Tiny Jove, “but they cer-
tainly have stout bodies, muscular
hind limbs, and massive tails. Excuse

in- me for staring at their small heads,

rather delicate forelegs, and that rather
humorous way in which they sit
straight up on their haunches.”

Damon gnr.und and added, “The
kangaroo gains speed by leaping, us-
ing its powerful hind legs for propul-
sion. The tail acts as a balancing struc-
wre, Observ¢ how the tail and the hind
feet form a tripod to allow for the
sitting posture. In that position the
kangaroo can even engage in a boxing
maich. Those short forelegs are great
for punching opponents "

“Our good friends in the Austra-
lian Outhack supply us with these
animals,” he added. “Of course we
train them and add a bit of magic o
boost their sleigh-pulling abilities.”

“We can be most thankful that
your Santa will be coming toour head-
quarters in his kangaroo-drawn
sleigh,” sighed Tiny Jove.

“Why is that7" questioned Damon.

“Because,” laughed Tiny Jove,
“none of our friends back home would
ever believe our kangaroo story with-
out actual visible proof.”

“If you want another strange story
wcarry back," chuckled Damon, “just
take a look at that mother kangaroo in
yonder stable. Do you see her re-
cently-bomn youngster's head protrud-
ing from what looks like a slit protrud-
ing from her belly? In truth she carries
her young around in it Can your
mother reindeer do that?"

Before Tiny Jove could get over
being astonished at this unusual fea-
ture of kangaroos, Brother Sigmund
sent out a call for his group to as-
semble and to get ready 10 board the
tour-ram.

At the same time the excited south-
ern elves filed into their southemn air
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along
another pathway in the sky. The trav-
elers would then see a different pant of

the globe.

This course of action naturally
challenged the advenuresome elves.
So they and the obliging southemn
Santa and Mrs. Claus ly agree to

the navigational plan.
The Arctic Terns would guide the

aerial flotilla northward. Instead of s

flying through the Eastern Hemi-
sphere as before, the approved itiner-
ary would follow a zig-zag pattemn
through the Westem Hemisphere -
from as far east as the 60th menidian 1o
as far west as the BOth meridian.

This course of wavel meant, in
navigational terms, that the flight
would be over parts of the great conti-
nents of South and North America.

The weather was cold on that de-
parture day. Yet the northemers
sensed that something about the sur-
rounds differed.

In fact, it was Gurd, a soft-spoken
elf whose prominent nose had been
slightly twisted to one side, who said,
“This place is just like ours except that
here - in late winter - the suniis shining.
Athome, as all of us know, the sky was
pitch black when we left!™

His companions then became
aware of the presence of the light-
giving sun. They needed no running
Lights for the air strip.

Who knows, maybe the northem
group and their ancestors for genera-
tions had just assumed that the sun
came out to shine in the summer sky
and went away 0 spend the winter.
Now they knew where it went - (o the
southern part of the globe.

“I vaguely remember where my
name came from, “said an elf thought-
fully,

“What do you mean by that Cop-
per?” another elf inquired.

“Copper has been the name given
to me, my father, my grandfather, and
udlcmf rnr ancestors way way back

quvum The story goes that the
first family member to have had this
named received it because his father
admired the brilliance of a human

mﬂw‘

“It seems,” he coatinued, “that he
got in trouble with the authorities for

that the carth rotabes

around the sun instead of the run rotat-
ing around the earth.”

“But what has this 1o do with your
name?" the other elf asked. h.’-d

“Just that Copernicus was
hard to Il."npiinlﬂ'.‘uu
mem Lo

the fixed position of the sun.
The trip home took oo long for
some of the homesick norther elves.

tandem formation kept each other in
sight and on course. One or more of
the terns would fly back periodically
to make sure that all three kept pace.
Non straggled.

The few stops made along the way
allowed the Arctic Terns and kanga-
roos to feed and rest. Even so, each had
its exciting moments for the touring
party members. Even before the
thought of a rest stop occurred 0 the
passengers, bright-eyed Pamela
looked down atthe frigid water just off
the edge of Antarctic pack ice. Her
timing proved perfect to observe apod
of whales saluting them.

“Look out your quick-
ly,” exclaimed Hmh% to the
other as she pointed off o
the port side of the tour-tram.

“There,” she said, “are those
whales which Hermina mentioned.
They wave their flippers skyward.
What a wonderful display!”

It was not long after those same
elves saw the approach of a thin strip
of land fringed by an array of offshore
islets. The southern lip curved in an
eastward direction. What they had
viewed was the celebrated Cape Hom
-the southernmost end of South Amer-
ica.

Shontly afierwards, the skilled pi-
lots of the two flight vehicles and the
tiring kangaroos landed on soft turf.
They were somewhere in Patagonia.
Next, Chapier 16, ldyllic Patagonia

Christmas for our
Jeathered friends

ORNAMENTS FOR “BIRDIE CHRISTMAS TREE”

Here are some ideas to try on our
own Birdie Tree:

1. Small, powdered-sugar coated
doughnuts - attached to tree branches
with peanut butter.

2. Strings of popcom.

3. Suet and seed balls wrapped in
netung.

Preparation: Put svet through meat
grinder, melt in double boiler, then
cool until hardened slightly. Reheat

Here’s hoping the holiday season delivers
an abundance of joy to you and yours,
just as you’ve brought us this past year.

From the staff at the

Eagle Lake

and pour over dry mgmd;munchu
bird seed, peanut pieces, raising
crushed dog biscuits, Grape Nuts®
cereal. When cool, but still soft, form
into balls and wrap in netting.

4. Orange halves filled with pea-
nuts, raisins, Grape Nuts®, sunflower
sceds,

5. Small foil cups covered with
ribbon and filled with peanuts, raisins,
Grape Nuts®, sunflower seeds.

6. Pine cones rolled in melied suet,
then birdseed.

7. Pinecones spread with amixture
of peanut butter mixed with commeal
or breadcrumbs (birds cannot swallow
plain peanut butter), then roll in bird
seed.

8. String peanuts in their shells and
cranberries onto a thin wire. Shape
into a wreath, tie ribbon on top or bot-
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[ TAAS exit test registration | Juvenlle'

By Lynda Appelt,
set for next month Conviing Wr
In Nov., the State of Texas needed
Individuals who are no longer enrolled in a Texas public school and a cost estimate before it could release
wish to register 10 retake the exit level TAAS test, and all individuals funding for Eagle Lake's Juvenile De-
who wish t0 take the TEAMS test may pick up a registration packet at tention Facility.

any high school campus or education service center.

Packets may be obtained from Tom Davidson at Rice High School
in the office. The test registration form must be completed, returned in
the pre-addressed en and received in lowa City, lowa, no later
than S p.m. on Jan, 24, 1

An architect was employed and
plans were drawn. These plans re-
sulted in an over-budget of $400,000.

According to County Judge Vince
Slominksi, a look was taken at what

The Texas Eduuuun amy-ﬂﬂniaNCm:ﬂ Systems will was included in some areas that added
not be responsible for registration forms that are delayed or lostinthe || o the cost and where cuts could be
mail. To ensure that individuals are registered, forms should be sent made,

One additional costly item was

kﬂm by registered or certified mail. P
2/ architectural figures based on the pur-

Detention Facility delayed

mmmmauu& The letting of bids is expected by MM“":I:H?
It “ﬁMMtnﬂmhm muﬂ:ﬁmﬁ:'um% Mmm“m: fot Sax we et

that this item could be purchased in the . urity in any way,

area from Eagle Concrete or in Sealy

ulﬂﬂﬂuumchﬂlhnremﬂnf

stration building, resulting in d"FE“

= | POLICE REPORT

The kitchen and drill areas were
reduced by shrinking the basketball

The Eagle Lake Police Depart- Officer Brian Ochoa was dis-

wcﬂmymmgh ment reported the calls and  patched 1 Semprez Street in reference
1o come in under the budget funding, C45¢8 for the week ending Dec.23. 1o afight in progress. Afier investiga-

On Dec. 17, Officer Carl Risk met  tion, two suspects were issued writien

Rice CISD Board looks over Jackson'’s athletic plan

with complainants at the police de-
partment in reference (0 an assault
After information was gathered and
mm:m“ﬁld

wamnings for criminal trespass.
Officer Ochoa was dispaiched 10

South Austin Road in reference iD the

burglary of a motor vehicle. Informa-

By Lynda Appelt itemn was placed on the Board agenda practice | (Jackson) will observe fac-
Contributing Writer a5 an athletic program issue inorderto  tors that could influence continued
o allow discussion with Jackson. participation:
hmlmﬁ?ﬁ m The document was presented t0  “They include:
a football participation plan 1o the dthﬂbyJﬂmn:ﬁ)ﬂtbﬂit *Interaction between coaches and
Rice CISD Board of Trustees s aspe- P mmfuummm Disciplioe spong the athleil:
M b, denovmn gl T *Organization of the athletics ana
ke o, which wasprgared by 0 il ok w4 Gry progsas & Wt
Mcﬂmmmﬂm andDalaine  +Coaching philosophy, technique

provd, pending addiion of sugges. Pilmin adresed the Boud during

tions made by the Board. mﬂ::n’gmmdmhma:
JIE||:.i{]ll,1 SO Sv6 SN0 O A changing coaching staff from

Gott, was instructed by the Board

take a closer look at some aspects of year-wo-year and student attitude were

the document. mmmddunrqd:puhtmmmm
Got fielt it was necessary to take a period.

serious look at the athletic am in Campus visits, summer contact of

athletics, parent contact and junior

high contact are emphasized in Jack- The Board also approved a per-

son’s plan. :
The plan states “during athletic wmmummjmm

The contract includes a district-
wide energy management Sysiem;

and safety in program;
*Continuing in the program; and
=Involvement of all athletics.”

Coaches will be encouraged 1o
attend all contests and games.

Relationships between coaches
will be observed and discussed in for-
mal conferences with individual
coaches.

progr
the Rice CISD and, therefore, Jackson
was requested to prepare an athletic
improvement plan.
After the plan was prepared, the

and the case is under investigation.  tion was gathered and a report submit-

On Dec, 19, Lt. Clem Johnson met  ted.
with a complainant at the police de- Officer Tim Crume was contacted
partment, who reporied criminal mis- at the police department in reference
year program at a cost of $99,747. chief on Union Street. A report was 10 an aggravated assault. A staiement
ing to Gott, the Board ap- taken and the case is under investiga- was taken and the case is under inves-

According
proved a $500,000 buy-down with 0% UgAnOR
$507,553 to be financed. The annual . 00 .~ Officer Crume was dispatched to
payment will be $66,069. with I.JT _; m&uﬁum::hnu.
Johnson Controls, after doing an reference cated person. The suspect was issued
exteasive sty of fuilities, has pro. 3013. Afier investigation and inter- - warming for criminal trespass.
Jecked nery sevngs for the diict g e & ol viohte sl e
as $131,719 annually, This was pro- dise. on Dec. 23, A o
OnDec. 22, OfficerEric Bilbomet  made and statements are being taken,
In other business, the Board ap- with a complainant at the police de- Oxher calls during the week con-
proved the employment of Tonya partment reportof criminal - sisted of numerous loud music com-
Robertson for special education re- mischieftoacar, which s being inves- plaints, reckless driving and other
source at Eagle Lake Primary School. tigated. minor calls.

Commissioners agree to lease
office for probation department

service plan.
A fire alarm system and intercom
of the Garwood School was approved.
The performance contract is a 10-

jected on an 18% decrease.

district-wide lighting rewofit; replac- oy tyeir Tuesday, Dec. 23, meet-  The property, ownedbyRoyStall.  The agreement into effect
ing 16 roof top units; refurbishing 81 i) Colorado County Commission- m-mnmmm m]nlilmﬂlﬂg

ekires RN R nrlun:!m;wl. m-“*ﬂ' &wwnmnu&m whurﬂuumt Am:ﬂ:nt:nq:.m
City ulﬂcen closar.lfur holldlyl ment of two bolers and distrit wide bation department. . ™~ has approximately 3,600 square feet. some $4,500 from the probation de-
1o iy Offces will e csed n D 24 3 o it Do m"“ﬂ":

an. | inobservance of New s Residents are reminded to 5

their garbage out early since two trucks will be run 1 handle the large volume. I R
Moo et e Colorado SWCD, NRCS have & S

o e e speomsuniy 4 me. P1Other very productive year 5

Reported By Colorado SWCD personnel

Main Street, s0it's convenient and quick. Stop by and check out their specials!
Blood drive scheduled for Jan. 2

A blood drive will be held at Rice District Community in the
conference room on , Jan, 2, from 11 a.m. 0 3 pom. To make an
appointment contact the by calling 409-234-5571,

The Christmas splrlt continues

An Epiphany celebration mﬁu
of the Cabolic Parish of e N ’grlh s-uwn.sf:

evening will begin -ﬁﬁmm: p.m. in the Sanctuary

ufw. B-:#Mdmmmm
be followed by the Procession with the

will be Christams andrefrehsments.

fireworks. All are ""'"'P__i-_mu

As the 1996 year comes 10 aclose,
um&ﬂmw“pmu

conservation problems
their land. Conservation of our
ﬂillmhljuiuﬂﬂ
M}MH-&? n-
tinue producing
future generations.

2 vote of the whers in
landowners

Art exhibit judging is Jan. 11

The Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo Ant Exhibit will be Saturday, Jan,
11, in the Rice High School Commons. There will be an house from 12
to | p.m. with refreshments, The ﬂlthl veryone is invieed
to come and view the art from noon the judging begins.

Girl Scout cookies to go on sale

The Girl Scouts of Lake will begin their annual coolkdie sale Jan 11

Be when the door. would greatly
o i s b embserdin b g
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Headlight

Jeannine Fearing « Carol Cardenas
Leslie Risk » Lynda Appelt »

Luedecke

Bety “Granny” Drymalla + Katherine "Doc” Smith

Fernandez, D.D.S.
t And Staff

Johnson at 234-5297.
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in Colorado County.

Sunderman Re-elected
In Oct. of this year, in
with the hay show
Community
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Zone 11 (New Bielau aea)  The dist _
Staliman, Zone 111 regular ing Contest by
members. Clara Homdt is the Execu-
tive Sec and Bev-
erly Secretary Traince are Dis-
trict employees.
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